Introducing the “Towards 2030” Initiative: Uniting
the Western Balkans in Global Conversations

We are proud to announce “Towards 2030”, a new initiative that
brings together voices from across the Western Balkans,
highlighting the power of regional cooperation. This effort
connects Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovinag, Kosovo, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, and Serbia to the global conversations
shaping our collective future.
With writers from across the region, “Towards 2030” will dive into
critical global themes such as security, sustainability,
democracy, human rights, innovation, climate change, and
social progress—all through the lens of our unique regional
experiences. It's an opportunity to showcase how the Western
Balkans can contribute meaningfully to global discussions.
This initiative is grounded in the strength of regional
collaboration, thanks to our dedicated partners:

e Albania: Build Green Group

e Bosnia & Herzegovina: Centar Za Odruzenje Jajce (COD)

e North Macedonia: CIVIL — Center for Freedom

e Serbia: Youth Initiative for Human Rights (YIHR Serbia)
Together, these organizations represent the best of the Western
Balkans, proving that when we work together, our voices carry
further. “Towards 2030” is not just about sharing stories—it's
about building a regional dialogue that resonates globally.

Yours,

Gazmend Bérlajolli
Executive Director

The Balkan Forum




The hollow promise of global
peace: How power politics and
inaction fuel conflict

Xhabir Deralla takes a look at the UN’'s
‘Culture of Peace’ declaration, 25 years
on. Despite all the hopeful words, peace
has remained elusive, with conflicts
around the world still raging. From
Ukraine to the Middle East, authoritarian
regimes like Russia continue to
manipulate international systems, leaving
ordinary people to suffer. This article
questions why global peace efforts have
fallen short and what it will really take to
make peace a reality.

Information is the power and
oxygen of democracy: Public
information is public, not secret!

In this article, Dehran Muratov highlights
the critical role of access to information in
fostering true democracy. He explains
how public information should be easily
accessible to all, ensuring transparency
and accountability. Muratov also points
out the barriers to information, from
bureaucratic delays to the misuse of
personal data protections, and reminds
us why access to information is a
fundamental human right. This piece is a
call to action for greater openness and
transparency in our societies.
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Ongoing Projects:

Thirrje pér pjesémarrje né trajnim:

“Fast Forward”

Angazhohu, Lidhu dhe Fugizo té
Rinjté pér njé té Ardhme té
Gjelbér té Qéndrueshme
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“Countering False Information in
Sharing between V4 an

EU’s Digital Regulation Model as an Exampl
An important global discussion today r
disinformation and misinformation in the public i
in the fast-evolving online domain. Addressing
prevent the spread of false narratives that can ¢
The article written by Pavel Havlicek, Research
International Affairs (AMO), explores how the EU’
serve as a guiding example for the world. Thi
“Countering False Information in Kosovo: Experie
Prishting,” supported by The Visegrad Fund.

New Projects:

Greenbridge and Ecoc

We are excited to announce the launch of two n
Ecochampions. Greenbridge aims to foster
environmental sustainability by connecting you
through a series of workshops and exchanges

Ecochampions focuses on empowering young |
for climate action and environmental protecti
encouraging creative solutions to local environm
are part of our ongoing efforts to build a more s

future in the region.
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